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OPEN HOUSE REPORT	
 

2-5pm, Sunday 18 June, 2017 
West Horsley Village Hall 

 
 
Introduction 
This Open House was organised as part of the Steering Group’s ongoing programme 
of engagement with the West Horsley community.  It formed part of the statutory 
consultation (Regulation 14) on the Pre-Submission version of the West Horsley 
Neighbourhood Plan, providing residents with the opportunity to view the Plan, 
discuss their concerns with members of the Steering Group, attend a Q&A session, 
and submit their comments.  
 
The set–up for the Open House was as follows: 
 

• Hosted by members of the Steering Group and Parish Council 
• Manned Registration / Information Desk 
• Display of the key sections of the Plan - Introduction from the Chairman, 

Consultation Details, Introduction & Purpose to the WHNP, Key Objectives, 
Policies Issues, Policies (WH1-15), Implementation, Maps 

• Hard copies of the full Plan and supporting documents were available to view 
• Handouts including: 

o Public Consultation flyer (giving details of how to participate) 
o What a Neighbourhood Plan Can (and Can’t) Achieve flyer 
o A5 24-page Summary of the Plan 
o Project Timeline 
o Policies Map 
o Comments Form 

• Q&A session  
• Café 

 
The Key Objectives of the Open House were to: 

• present the Pre-Submission version of the Plan to 
residents; 

• explain the purpose and importance of the 
Regulation 14 consultation and to encourage 
participation; 

• give clear instructions about how and when to 
participate in the Consultation; 

• provide an opportunity for residents to view the 
Plan and speak directly to members of the 
Steering Group and Parish Council; 

• explain the remaining steps required to get the 
Plan ‘made’, including the village referendum;  

• continue to clarify exactly what a 
neighbourhood plan can and can’t achieve. 

 
 

Regulation 14  
Before submitting a plan proposal to 
the local planning authority, a 
qualifying body must: 
v publicise, in a manner that is likely 

to bring it to the attention of 
people who live, work or carry on 
business in the neighbourhood 
area, the following details: 
• the proposed Plan 
• where and when the Plan 

can be inspected 
• how to make representations 
• when those representations 

must be received by, being 
not less than 6 weeks from 
the date on which the draft 
proposal is first publicised; 

v consult any consultation body 
whose interests may be affected 
by the proposed Plan 
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Publicity for the Open House 
Residents were informed about this event in a number of ways, including:  

• A5 Public Consultation flyer (see below) hand delivered to all households in 
the Parish; 

• flyers available from St Mary’s Church, Bishopsmead Post Office, The 
Stockyard and Horsley Library; 

• poster advertising the Open House included in The Raleigh School and 
Cranmore School newsletters; 

• posters displayed on Parish noticeboards and at various locations around the 
Horsleys, including shop windows, on tables in cafes, and on the doctors’ 
surgery and village hall noticeboards.  

• articles published in June-August issues of The Horsley Directory and the 
Horsley Countryside Preservation Society magazine;  

• WHNP website geared up to provide full details of the Pre-Submission 
Consultation and Open House; 

• details published on Parish Council homepage with link to WHNPSG website; 
• social media campaign, including Facebook, Twitter and Nextdoor rolled out 

to promote the Open House and the Consultation; 
• series of invitations emailed to the WHNP mailing list (400+ households). 

Public Consultation leaflets were hand delivered to all households in West Horsley 
 
Attendance 
Attendance was good (despite the fact that it was Father’s Day and we were in the 
middle of a heatwave!) with 100+ residents spending a considerable amount of time 
studying the displays, reading the Plan and speaking to members of the Steering 
Group.  The Q&A was well attended (25+) and once again provided an excellent 
platform to explain the relationship between the West Horsley Neighbourhood Plan 
and the Guildford Local Plan.  
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Our Registration & Information Desk was manned by members of the Steering Group 

and Parish Council. A number of handouts were available. 
 

 
 

 
A display of key sections of the Plan, including summaries of the 15 policies, was 

hosted by members of the Steering Group. 
 
 

 

 
Copies of the full Pre-Submission Plan were available to read in the ‘Neighbourhood 

Café’ where free teas/coffees and homemade cakes were being served. 
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The Q&A session was hosted by Paul Dodgson, chairman of the Steering Group  
and Peter Bennett-Davies, Parish Councillor. 

 
 

Materials 
In addition to the Pre-Submission Plan and Supporting Documents a number of 
handouts were prepared for the Open House.  These are currently available to view 
at www.westhorsleyneighbourhoodplan.org/open-house-18-june 
 

 
Clarity on Neighbourhood Planning 
 
On arrival, visitors were encouraged 
to read the ‘What a Neighbourhood 
Plan Can (and Can’t) Achieve’ 
handout.  
 
Historically, there has been a level of 
confusion about what the WHNP 
can do in relation to the emerging 
Guildford Local Plan. 
 

WHNP cannot stop Guildford 
Borough from proposing strategic 

housing sites in West Horsley.  It MUST 
support the strategic development 
needs set out in Guildford’s Local 

Plan and plan positively to support 
local development. 

 
It is essential that the community 
fully understands the limitations of a 
neighbourhood plan as they will 
eventually be asked to vote to 
accept the WHNP at a referendum. 
The Q&A session once again proved 
an invaluable platform for clarifying 
this issue. 
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Handouts included: 24-page Summary of the Pre-Submission Plan; Indicative 

Timeline; Comments Form; and Policies Map. 
 
 
Next Steps 
The Open House formed part of the statutory Consultation on the Pre-Submission 
Plan (see below) which runs from 12 June to 4 August 2017. The next steps for the 
Steering Group are to analyse all the comments received and decide whether any 
further changes are required before the Submission version of the Plan is finalised. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To contact the WHNPSG please visit www.westhorsleyneighbourhoodplan.org or 
email secretarywesthorsleynsg@gmail.com. 


