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Thank you to everyone who participated in the Public Consultation on the Pre-Submission version of the West Horsley 
Neighbourhood Plan (WHNP). This statutory consultation, which ended on 4 August, provided people who live, work 
and/or conduct business in the neighbourhood area with a final opportunity to read and comment on the draft Plan. 

All comments received have now been carefully considered by the Steering Group and a number of revisions are being 
made as the Submission Plan is prepared. This Submission Plan will be sent to Guildford Borough Council (GBC) for 
examination by an independent inspector.  

If the Submission Plan passes examination it will move to a village referendum which will be arranged by GBC.  The 
referendum will simply ask residents “Do you want GBC to use the WHNP to help it decide planning applications in the 

West Horsley Neighbourhood Area?” If 
more than 50% of those who vote in 
the referendum vote ‘yes’ then it will be 
adopted. The referendum will work like 
any other poll. Everyone on the West 
Horsley electoral roll will receive a polling 
card and will have the option of either 
visiting a polling station on a specified day 
or submitting a postal vote.

There are a number of ways to keep 
informed about the progress of the West 
Horsley Neighbourhood Plan. You can: 
visit our website to view all the latest 

VISIT THEIR WEBSITE WWW.WESTHORSLEYNEIGHBOURHOODPLAN.ORG

What a Neighbourhood Plan Can (and Cannot) Achieve
A considerable number of comments received relate specifically to the proposed level of development in the Parish 
and surrounding areas and the protection of the Green Belt - perfectly understandable seeing as the Local Plan 
consultation also took place over the summer.  We’d like to clarify that Neighbourhood Plans:

• CAN give communities, like West Horsley, important new rights around local planning. They are legal documents 
which must be used by councils when they decide on planning applications in the area. They guide development 
to be appropriate to the local context and include policies on the design of new buildings; protection and 
improvement of the vitality of local business; and the preservation of community facilities, local green spaces, 
heritage and more.

• CANNOT change the Green Belt or stop the council from proposing strategic housing sites in its Local Plan. 

• MUST be aligned with both the National Planning Policy Framework and the strategic development needs of the 
wider local area, i.e. they must positively support the level growth set out in a Local Plan. If our Plan does not 
conform to these rules it will fail its examination and will not reach a village referendum.
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documentation and to sign up to our mailing list; follow us on Facebook and/or Twitter @WestHorsleyNP; and check 
the Parish Council noticeboards for periodic updates. Thank you for your continued support.  If you have any 
questions please email us at: secretarywesthorsleynsg@gmail.com. B Y  T H E  W H N P  S T E E R I N G  G R O U P

14


